
 

 

 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ±ƛƭƭŀ YŀƭƻƪŀƛǊƛ 
 

 
 

We have compiled this information book to help you make the most of your holiday. 
²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ƛƴǎƛǘŜ to your holiday and let you know what there is to 

see and do.  
 

There is a hard copy of this book at the villa. 

 
 
 



 
 

Welcome to Corfu & Villa Kalokairi 
 

 

 
 
 

 

     

 

 

 

²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
 

If you need any help, advice or information throughout your stay please let us know. We are resident in 
Corfu and available to help you make the most out of your holiday. 

 
We have a lot of knowledge about the island and places to visit. If you would like us to plot you a driving 

route please let us know. 
 

We hope you find this information file useful. It highlights some of the lovely places to visit on the island 
and much more. All this information is available at the villa in a file. 

 
We will visit the villa on a Saturday to change the linen, and throughout the week we will come to clean 

the pool and tend the garden.  
 

We realise privacy is very important in a villa holiday however we can assist you as little or as much as you 
like. With this in mind please contact us should you require any assistance. 

 
           

Please telephone or send a text to: 
 

Greek Mobile: 0030 69795 38300 

Greek Mobile: 0030 69771 28802 
UK Mobile:     0044 7979 750737 
UK Mobile:     0044 7880 548548 

 

Have a lovely holiday 
                                                      Stephen Scholes & Shay Logue 

  



 
Villa Kalokairi 

The villa is equipped with everything you need for an enjoyable relaxing stay. The following points will help 
you settle in. 

 

Windows 
All windows are fitted with fly screens, we recommend you keep them down at all times to keep 
mosquitoes and flies out. Especially at dusk and evening. 

Hot Water/Heating  
The hot water and heating system in the villa is run on electricity, there is always plenty of hot water. The 
temperature of the water is pre set.  

Smoking 
Please do not smoke inside the villa. We have provided ashtrays which can be used outside. Please do not 
throw cigarette stubs in the garden and extinguish them in the ashtray. 

Forest Fires  
Please extinguish any lit materials responsibly, due to the location of the villa and high temperatures in 
summer, fires can start and spread quickly. The nearest fire extinguisher is in the kitchen. 

Rubbish Bin 
A green bin is located at the rear of the villa. It is essential to line it and keep the lid on at all times to 
prevent flys and animals wanting its contents. Bin bags are provided and kept in the kitchen drawer. We 
suggest you empty the bin on a daily basis to avoid smells with the extreme heat. The bin should be 
emptied into the large wheelie  bins that are located along the road side in the surrounding areas. The 
nearest bin is in Afra village. Please could you ensure the bin is emptied on the day of departure. 

Breakages 
We appreciate accidents do happen so please inform us of any breakages so we can replace or repair 
items. 

Flowers & Plants 
All the plants in the garden are watered by an irrigation system set with water timers. Please avoid 
touching the water timers which you may see located around the garden as they have been set for specific 
times of watering (late evening).  

Lighting/Electricity 
Please conserve energy where possible, you may experience a powercut which is quite common in the 
Greek islands.. We recommend you locate the torch which is behind the TV in the lounge. If you need to 



leave an outside light on in the evening when you go out please do so. When you go to bed and during the 
day could you please make sure all outdoor lights are switched off. 

Door Key 
On departure from the villa, please ensure you leave the key for the villa in the Key safe by the archway. 

Sun Parasols 
To prevent damage and injury to yourself or your party, please could you ensure the sun parasol are down 
and tied when: 
Not in use 
When you leave the villa 
At night time and  
During windy periods.  

 

 
Outside Cushions 
Could we kindly request that the sunbed & bench cushions are put away in the evening and when you go 
out. Otherwise animals may sleep on them when you are unaware and this is a hygiene hazard. 
 

 
 



Drinking water 
 
The local tap water in the area has an extremely high calcium content and we recommend you use an 
alternative.. Please do not use the tap water in the kettle, coffee maker and iron, as it will coat the 
elements with hard lime scale and eventually will destroy the appliance. 
 
Mineral water should be used which can be bought from the supermarket or it is free from the wells in 
Afra or Agios Ioannis which is better and the water is pure. 
 
There are two wells nearby where you can fill up the water container with fresh water: 
 

AFRA WELL: Is in the village. Turn left at the top of the road and fellow the road to the village. Turn left 

at the top in the village and the well is a few hundred meters on the left. It is a modern well with taps and 
this is the closest and most convenient. 
 

AGIOS IOANNIS WELL: Turn right at the traffic lights into the village and is situated on the right. 

The wells are clean and modern and you can fill containers straight from the taps. 
We have provided water container for you to get water from the well. 

     
                          

Water & Electricity power cuts 
 

At some point throughout your holiday you may experience electricity and water cuts at the villa. 
This is not unique to the villa but the village and local area. All over Corfu someone somewhere will 
experience water or electricity power cuts at some time during the day. These can last from a few minutes 
to several hours. This is quite common on the Greek islands. 
 

We apologise in advance if it does happen to you. 
 
Unfortunately this is totally beyond our control but we will assist you as much as we can if this does 
happen. We have provided tea lights and matches at the top of the tall cupboard in the kitchen should you 
need them. 
 
If there is a water failure we advise you to always have water from the well in stock from Afra village. 
Please could you inform us if you are ever without water or electricity as we will need to reset the pool 
timer and some of the timers in the garden. 
 
If this does happen we hope this will not cause you too much inconvenience. 
 



                             
                                                            Wherever you go on the island you will at some point have a fight with a mosquito! You can    

                      minimise your contact with mosquitoes by following these few tips: 
 

1. Ideally before you travel you should take VITAMIN B1 tablets which are quite 
             reasonable from a health food shops. Make sure you are not allergic to these before  
             taking. You should take these approximately 2 weeks before you travel and during  
             your holiday. Vitamin B1 has an effect on your skin which is offensive to 
             mosquitoes but has no trace to humans, so therefore they avoid you. (Buy these     
             before you travel).  
 

2. Always wear some repellent during early evening,  just when the sun goes down. 
             This can be a spray or stick, find one to suit you and your skin type. (You can  
             buy these before you travel or locally from the supermarkets in Corfu) 

 
3. If you are not allergic to CITRONELLA OIL dap it on your ankles and at the back of your neck, again 

this can be bought from health food shops. (Get this before you 
             travel) 

 
4. Mosquitoes and bugs are attracted to light. Make sure fly screens are down and 

             keep indoor lights off as much as possible. Keep doors closed to avoid letting them           
             in. 
 

5. Spray RAID (Fly spray, which is also very effective on mosquitoes. It can be bought locally in the 
supermarkets in Corfu) in the bedrooms and keep the doors closed. Plug in the mosquito machines 
ŀƴŘ ōƭǳŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ ό5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƭǳƎƎŜŘ ƛƴ ŘǳǊƛƴg the day as they get hot and 
are ineffective until the sun goes down). 

 
6.  You can get the OUTDOOR mosquito coils from the supermarkets in Corfu which you burn. 

            These are good to have on the floor under your table when eating outdoors. These are  
            to be used outdoor only and should always be put on a guard to avoid fires.   
 
Mosquitoes usually come out in the evening when the sun is setting and the temperature drops. They 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ƘŜŀǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ŎƻƭŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƛǇǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ 
avoid being bitten by mosquitoes. 
  

                                                  

 Mosquitoes 



Supermarkets & Bakeries 

 
Most of the supermarkets sell everything under one roof like, bread, alcohol, meat & toiletries etc. They 
ŀǊŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ  
becoming streetwise to suit your taste. Whilst on holiday the closest and easiest well stocked supermarket 
is ARISTA.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
There is also a small mini market in Afra villa which is handy for small items like bread, eggs and milk. You 
would struggle to do a weekly shop here though. 
 

 

ARISTA is the best stocked supermarket close to the villa. They have a fresh 
bread, vegetables, fruit, salad and everything you need for your holiday. 
They also have a deli counter and excellent butcher. George the butcher 
speaks fluent English and is very helpful. They also stock wine, spirits and 
beers. It is an ideal supermarket for a self-catering holiday.  
 

DIELLAS is a will stocked supermarket with a fresh butcher. You can get all 
sorts of groceries here. It is larger than ARISTA and has more choice. 5ƻƴΩǘ 
ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎǳǇŜǊƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ 
everything on one level so they have a lift you can take your trolley up to 
the next level with the lift. It is located on the left hand side of the road on 
the way to the the airport from the villa. 
 

This is the best stocked supermarket. This is our favourite for fruit and 
vegetables as the quality is excellent and there is a good choice. Also good 
for wine and spirits. We try to buy as much as we can here and then visit 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳǇŜǊƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ [ƛŘƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜΦ [ƛŘƭ 
is locate by the airport and you can get to it on the road parallel to the 
airport road.  There is also a Lidl on the Paleokastritsa road on the way to 
Corfu town just after Kontokali. You will need 1 euro for the trolley. They do 
ǎŜƭƭ ƳŜŀǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊΦ There is also a large bakery section. 
 
 



Feeding Cats and other animals at the Villa 
 

 
We love animals! There are a lot of wild cats in the area who will come to the villa looking for food. For the 
welfare of the cats could we ask you not to feed them in the grounds of the villa. The reason for this is that 
not everyone likes cats and once they come to the villa and are fed, it is very difficult to get them to leave. 
They can be quite vocal when you are eating outside and will constantly meow. The food can also attract 
vermin. We want to avoid complaints from guests about the cats coming to the villa so it is essential you 
do not feed them as they will keep coming when you leave. 
 
We totally encourage you to feed them, buy them food and give them water and would ask you to do this 
at the top of the road. 
 
Your cooperation with this is essential and hope you can appreciate that we would like to keep all Villa 
Oleander guests happy and do not want this problem to get out of control.  
 

 
 
 



Instructions for appliances 
 

 

Hot Water 
There is constant hot water which is pre set.  

Washing Machine 
The washing machine is located in the boiler room, by the archway at the side of the house.  It is for  
your use. We recommend you wash clothes at 40 deg  with spin speed of 1400 rpm wash cycle. We have 
supplied anti-lime scale tablets which are to be used in conjunction with your detergent as this with 
improve the quality of the water. Full instructions on wash cycles are by the machine. We have provided 
anti lime scale tablets but not washing powder or fabric conditioner. 

Oven 
The oven is fan assisted which cooks quickly and has a built in grill. There are 3 controls: 1) Oven function, 
2) Timer and 3) Temperature. 

Cooker Hob 
The hob is touch sensitive and has a child lock device indicated by a key symbol on the surface by the 
controls. Should anything be placed over the hob when not in use an alarm will sound (Beep). Please be 
careful with the hob as it is made of ceramic and retains the heat, it should be cleaned once cold to touch. 
You will find the insturctios on how to work for the hob over the next few pages. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



General Information 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pharmacies are open during shop hours and there is always pharmacy open in 
Corfu town at night and at weekends. Greece has 220-volt, 50 cycle AC electric 
current. 
Driving any vehicle whilst over the legal drinking limit is heavily penalised and can 
result in stiff fines and/or imprisonment. 
If you want to hire a car or bike you need to produce a valid driving licence as well 
as a passport. The law states that seat belts and crash helmets must be worn. 
Between 14.30 and 17.00 many people have a siesta. Shops are often closed at this 
time.  
 
 
 
 
 

The national church is the Greek Orthodox. About 98% of Greeks are Greek 
Orthodox. Services start around 08.30 on Sunday and last about two and a 
half hours. If you wish to attend, or to enter any church or monastery, please 
make sure that you are suitably dressed.  
Mount Pantokrator is, at 906m, the island's highest. peak.Taxis are fairly 
cheap, although you will be charged extra for trips to or from the airport or 
ferry terminal. Insist that all fares are shown on the meter. Drugs are not 
tolerated. Possession of even small quantities can result in lengthy 
imprisonment and large fines. Trafficking can mean life imprisonment.  
The Greek language is probably the oldest in Europe, with a 4000-year oral 
tradition and a 3000-year written tradition.  
 

 

.ŀƴƪǎ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŎŀǎƘΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ ŎƘŜǉǳŜǎ ƻǊ 
Eurocheques; the commission is lower for cash. Post offices 
exchange cash but not travellers cheques, and usually charge lower 
commissions than banks. Travel agencies and larger hotels change 
cash and travellers cheques but usually charge higher commissions 
than banks.  
Service is always included in restaurant bills and hotel bills but it is 
customary to tip the waiter if you are satisfied with the service.  
The closest point between Corfu and Albania is at the headland of 
Aghios Stefanos in the north east of Corfu. The distance here is only 
2.25 kilometres.  
When Greeks go out, they have lunch at about 1.00pm and dinner 
no earlier than 9.00pm. This is why if you walk around looking for a 
restaurant patronised by the "locals" as a sign of quality, it is very 
likely to be deserted before 9.00pm. It is not unusual to arrive at a 
restaurant at 11:00pm, especially in the summer. 
 Do not take photographs or make notes near 

military or official installations. Seek permission 
before photographing individuals. If you are 
invited to someone's house for a drink, a meal, 
or to spend the night do not offer money, no 
matter how poor the people may be. The 
suggestion of payment is offensive. Instead 
offer a gift for the family or for the children.  
Banknote exchange machines can be found in 
most tourist areas. Most banks have ATMs 
where you can access your debit or credit 
account.  

 



 
Nude sun bathing is considered inappropriate unless you are on a designated nude beach or in a private 
remote area where you are not likely to be seen. Topless sunbathing is common in the summer. No one 
will fine you, but you may offend some people.  

                                                                                      
Banks, shops and most museums close for the following holidays and celebrations:  
New Year's Day, Epiphany 6th January 
the first Sunday in Lent February 
Greek Independence Day - 25th March 
Good Friday & Easter Sunday - March/April 
Labour Day - 1st May 
Feast of the Assumption - 15th August 
Ochi Day - 28th October 
Christmas Day and St Stephen's Day - 26th December 
Some businesses close on St Spyridon's Day - 12th December 

 

The speed limit is 100 to 120 km/hour (62 to 75 mph) 
on main roads and 50 km/hour (31 mph) in residential 
areas. Passengers must wear seat belts. Children under 
10 years of age are not allowed to sit in the front seat. 
As in all of Europe, you must carry a first aid kit, a 
warning triangle, and a fire extinguisher in the car. Few 
people in Corfu celebrate their birthdays, but almost 
everyone celebrates their Name Day. This custom 
stems from the Greek Orthodox religion in which all 
children are baptized with a name that is acceptable to 
the church. This means that most names in Greece are 
those of saints.  

The Greek flag consists of nine horizontal stripes, 
alternatively blue and white, and a white cross on a blue 
square field. The striped flag has been in use since 1822, 
and was approved in 1833. The nine stripes are said to 
stand for the nine syllables of the Greek patriots' motto 
"Eleftheria i Thanatos" meaning "Freedom or Death." The 
white cross symbolizes Greek Orthodoxy, the established 
religion of the country.  
 



Boat hire in Corfu 
 

Feel like a millionaire and take your family and friends to one of the many small coves which you can only 
reach by boat. One of the best ways to see the island is to be your own Captain. You can hire a speed boat 
upto 30 horse power without having to have a licence. Full briefings will be given to you by fluent English 
speaking staff so you will be confident for your day on the water.  
 

       
 
All boats have comfortable cushions and sun canopies to shield you from the sun if you wish. They have all 
the ingredients for a memorable day on the water. You can hire a boat from Barbati beach and go up the 
North East Coast as far as Agios Stephanos and from Paleokastritsa and see the spectacular deserted 
beaches of the West coast. 
        

     
 

 
IŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ǇŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴΧΧΦΦ 

 



Paleokastritsa ς West Coast Beaches 

 
A contrasting day is to see the West coast beaches from the beauty spot of the island Paleokastritsa. Visit 
some of the deserted beaches on the West which you can only get to by boat and enjoy the refreshing 
turquoise waters.  

 
aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀǾŜǊƴŀǎ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ a good idea to take a picnic, drinks 
and some sun shade. There is also a water taxi service in Paleokastritsa which will take you to some remote 
beaches and you can arrange a drop off and pick up time. 

 



Barbati ς North East Coast 

                        
 

Cruising along spectacular North East coastline with tiny bays and harbours. You can call into some of the 
little bays for swimming and snorkelling or moor up and have lunch at one of the water front tavernas.  
 

     
 

A fantastic way to explore the Ionian waters and take in this spectacular coastline with its wonderful views. 
Cruising from Barbati you will pass Nissaki, Karisia, Kalami, Koloura, Rothchilds bay and San Stefanos. 
 

     
 

Two very different coastlines offering two very different days. 
 

In high season it is important to reserve your boat a few days before as boats are in big demand. 

For more information on pricing contact-Barbati -  Spiros or George on 26610-91460 
Paleokastritsa ς Angela 6973277151 

 
                                              
 
 



/ƻǊŦǳ ¢ƻǿƴ 
Corfu town for all its hustle and bustle is still both an elegant and charming capitol. You will stumble upon a fine 

array of European architecture, cobbled stone streets with small but exquisite restaurants. Shopping is fabulous, 

although a little expensive, from hand crafted jewellery to designer clothes. The best way to explore the capitol is by 

foot, as many of the streets are pedestrian only. Amongst the many places of interest to visit are the following. 

 

Old Town Centre 

 
Its unique beauty is the product of the mixture of architectural styles left behind by the various occupying 
ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ Lǘǎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǿƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƛōƭŜ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ  ΨŎŀǘƻǳƴƛŀΩ όŎƻōōƭŜ ǎǘƻƴŜŘ ŀƭƭŜȅǿŀȅǎύΣ 
interrupted by graceful churches, statues and fountains are only accessible to pedestrians. You can find Neapolitan 
alleys, houses in French style, buildings with arcades or in Georgian English style, Byzantine churches and fortresses, 
Venetian stairs and French balconies.  



Esplanade and Liston 
The Liston, built by Napoleon, is a stunning walkway with a colonnade of arches along the building front, small cafes, 

bars and restaurants line the street allowing you to sit and watch the world go by or join the locals strolling in the 

evening sun. 

 

hƴŜ ƻŦ /ƻǊŦǳΩǎ о ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŀŘƧƻƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ [ƛǎǘƻƴΦ¢ƘŜ 9ǎǇƭŀƴŀŘŜ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛƴ DǊŜŜŎŜΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 
month free, classical or jazz, concerts are held in the top of the square with bands performing in Bandstand of the 
Esplanade.  

Old Fortress 
Originally, Corfu was a fortress-state whose inhabitants lived within the walls of the Old Fort. The Contra Fossa, a 
moat, separates this Fort from the rest of town.   

Towering proudly over the Esplanade and the entrances to the ports of Corfu town stands the fourteenth century 

old fort. Visitors can admire panoramic views from the coffee shop situated in the summit; inside you can explore 

the deserted military barracks and its church. 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ΨǎƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘΩ 

concerts held in the fortress

 

Shop opening times are: Monday to Saturday 08:30 ς 14:30 

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 17:30 ς 20:30 

Most tourist shops are open from 08:30 until 22:30 in the summer season. 



New Fortress 
Built in the sixteenth century, the new fortress is now a naval base. It has a typical Venetian entrance gate and the 

British constructed the inner buildings. 

It is situated by the port and its ancient walls can be seen stretching around the fortress from the marketplace to the 

port areas. The area in which the marketplace is located was originally a dry moat, overlooked by ramparts and 

connected with the Fortress as part of its fortifications. There is a coffee shop and small gallery within the summit 

walls. The views over Corfu Town, from the summit, are magnificent. 

Church of Saint Spiridon 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The church of St. Spiridon is the most famous shrine on Corfu. The mummified 

remains of St. Spiridon, the patron Saint of Corfu and one of the great saints 

of the Greek Orthodox religion, are enshrined in a silver sarcophagus adorned 

with stones. Saint Spiridon performed a great number of miracles; the faithful 

considered him a saint even before his death.  He drove away the Turks, saved 

them from cholera and brought them grain to eat.Four times each year the 

remains of the saint are paraded throughout the town to commemorate the 

four miracles he performed.Palm Sunday ς for saving the island from a deadly 

plague in 1630.Easter Saturday ς in thanks for the relief from famine in 1550.  

First Sunday in November - for saving of the island from plaque a second time 

in 1673.11th August ς in memory of saving the island from invasion from the 

Turks, in 1716. The church is open every day 07.00 - 19.00. 

 



The Palace of St George and St Michael 
The Palace was built of Maltese stone between 1814 and 1824 in Georgian style, at the northern end of the 

Esplanade. During the period of the British Protectorate, it was the official residence of the Commissioner. It has two 

wings, dedicated to the Archangel Michael and Saint George, and a colonnade in Doric style fronts the main entrance 

that looks towards the square. The Palace was once a residence of the Greek royal family, was completely restored 

in 1994, to host the European Leaders Summit Conference. 

 

 

The Museum of Asian Art is located inside in the Palace. It is the only museum of its kind in Greece. It holds 
11000 objects donated from private collections, with provenance mainly from the Far East and the Indian continent 
(Nepal, Tibet, Indochina, Pakistan, India, Japan, Korea and Chin). Especially interesting is the unique Hellenic 
Buddhist collection with sculptures from Gaddara in Pakistan. This underlines the Hellenistic influence in the region. 
Open daily 08.30 - 15.00, closed Mondays. 

The local market 
From Monday to Saturday morning the market operates from early hours until around 13.30. This is for fresh food 
produce, fish, locally grown vegetables and fruit, flowers ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ hb[¸Φ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜƭƭ ŎƭƻǘƘǎ ƻǊ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƎƻƻŘǎΦ  

You will find the market behind Sarrocco Square and next to the wall of the New Fortress.  

    

 



History of Corfu 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corfu is mentioned frequently in Greek Mythology. The 
modern Greek name Kerkyra comes from the nymph who 
was the daughter of the river-god Asopus. Posideon, the 
god of the sea fell in love with her and made love to her 
on the island, giving birth to the race of the Phaeaceans. 
The name is also tied in with the demonic deity Gorgyra 
or Gorgo, perhaps a mythological predecessor of Artemis 
whose image can be found on a pediment on the ancient 
temple to Artemis.  
The name Corfu comes from the word coryphi, which 
means peak and was used for the acropolis of the capital  
city. The name Kerkyra is only used in Greece. To the rest  
of the world the island is known as Corfu. In the Odyssey, 
the hero Odysseus is washed ashore with the help of the 
Goddess Athena and awakens to the laughter of princess 
Nausica and her friends washing clothes in a nearby 
stream. He was taken home to the Phaecian Palace and 
after revealing his identity to King Alcinous he is given a 
ship to take him safely to Ithaka. However during the 
return trip the Phaecian ship is turned to stone by the 
God Posideon who was angry at them for helping 
Odysseus. Jason and the Argonauts also visited here with 
the Golden Fleece and it was here that he married 
Media. 
Artifacts from the Paleolithic period (30,000 to 7,000BC) 
have been found in a cave at Gardiki in the southwest 
part of the island. There is also evidence of habitation 
from the Mesolithic period and several Neolithic (6000-
2600 BC) settlements have been found including an 
important one near Sidari. During the Geometric period 
the Illyrians inhabited the island, sometime before the 
8th Century BC. The Greeks did not arrive until around 
750 BC, a colony from the city of Eretria on the island of 
Evia. Corfu supplied the Eretrians with lumber for ships 
and became an important stepping stone to the west. In 
734 BC the Eretrians were driven out by the Corinthians 
who brought great wealth and culture to the island as 
well as the first of many colonies at Croton in southern 
Italy. But in 664 Corfu fought with her mother city of 
Corinth in what Thucydides described as the first sea 
battle in Greek history. It was not the last battle between 
the two cities who were at odds over economic matters 
for centuries. In the late seventh century BC, Periander, 
tyrant of Corinth succeeded in conquering the island but 
this began a period of extensive building and creativity, 
including the construction of the temple of Artemis at 
Agia Theodori and cenotaph of Menecrates. The island 
prospered with trade and by the end of the 7th Century 
was minting its own coins and has a population of over 
10,000 people. 
 
 
 



Geography of Corfu 
   

 

Corfu is the most northernmost and second largest 
after Cephalonia of the Ionian islands. Its area 
covers 592 square kilometers and the length of the 
island is 217 kilometers. It is mountainous with the 
highest mountain being Mt. Pantokrator (914 
meters) but there are several flat areas ,the largest 
being the Ropa valley.   
The island of Corfu, also known as Kerkyra, in the 
northwestern corner of Greece is the greenest and 
in the eyes of many, the most beautiful island in 
the country, if not the world. With more rainfall 
than any other island there is a variety and 
abundance of plant life like few other places in 
Greece.  
The island is a few hours by ferry from Brindisi Italy 
and for many tourists is the only part of Greece 
they see. Well, if you are only going to see one 
place in Greece, Corfu (also called Kerkyra) is not a 
bad choice. Some of the most amazing beaches in 
the world are in Corfu and though tourism has 
completely taken over most of the coastal areas, 
the mountain villages are as unspoiled as the most 
remote in Greece. 
There are two lakes , Korission and Antinioti, and 
four small rivers often dry in summer at Potamos, 
Sidari, Messogghi and Lefkimi. The climate is mild 
without being bitterly cold in winter and the 
summers are humid. The heavy rainfall and the 
high humidity encourage the profuse growth of 
vegetation 
Therefore the island has a lot of greenery, even in 
summer. It is the most densely populated area in 
Greece after thew great urban centers of Athens 
and Thessalonika. According to the latest census 
figures, the population of the island is 105.000 
with 35.000 people living in the town.  
 
 
 

People who are afraid they may not be able to handle the heat of southern Greece. It is also one of the 
most popular islands in Greece and if you want to experience its natural beauty without the people you 
need to come between October and May. But if you like people then you will find them in some of the 
most beautiful resorts and hotels in Greece. On the Eastern side of the island, facing Albania, the land 
slopes gently to the sea and there are long beaches and bays. But the western side is much more 
dramatic, steep and rocky with deep coves and beaches. Corfu has many small islands around it like 
satellites around a planet. Cooler than most islands in the summer and with mild winters, Corfu is a 
nice choice for people who are afraid they may not be able to handle the heat of southern Greece. It is 
also one of the most popular islands in Greece and if you want to experience its natural beauty without 
the people you need to come between October and May. But if you like people then you will find them 
in some of the most beautiful resorts and hotels in Greece.  
 
 



Heading North along the East Coast 

 
 

  

Along the North Coast 

 
Beyond Kassiopi the road continues along the north coast of the island and leads to Acharavi and Roda. 
For a glimpse of the formerly idyllic appearance of resort towns like Roda and Sidari, visit the tiny, unspoilt 
fishing village of Astrakeri. The next stop is the sprawling package resort of Sidari and the famous Canal 
d'Amour. From Sidari take the road to the south, passing through Sfakera, Klimatia, Troumbeta and 
Skripero. This road takes you close to Angelokastro You can enjoy a bird's eye view of Paleokastritsa from 
the lookout at Bella Vista, high up in the village of Lakones.  
 

   
 

More than one million visitors descend  
on Corfu every year, the vast majority of 
them package tourists heading for the 
beach resorts along the island's east 
coast. If the crowded beaches at Gouvia, 
Dassia and Ipsos don't appeal it's best to 
head northeast to Nissaki and Kainaki, 
with its tiny pebble beach or nearby Agni. 
The beaches of Kalami are far more 
crowded than when Lawrence Durrell and 
his wife stayed there in the late 1930s but 
today's views of neighbouring Albania are 
still as good. Nearby there's the pretty 
little Venetian harbour of Kouloura and 
the harbour-resort village of Kassiopi, still 
bearing visible traces of its Hellenistic, 
Roman, Byzantine and Venetian past.  
  



Down the West Coast 
The 3km sandy beach of Agios Georgios is a haven for water sports enthusiasts, and nearby Afionas has 
Neolithic ruins and sweeping coastal views. The west coast's largest resort is Paleokastritsa with sandy 
beaches and pebbled coves, a verdant mountain backdrop and unparalleled snorkelling in grottoes and 
caves. At Paleokastritsa you can swim in the crystal-clear bay, and climb up to the 12th Century monastery 
with its photogenic whitewashed courtyard, icon museum and ornate church.  

 
Corfu's best beaches are on the west coast including Pelekas, with its hill-top village, spectacular sunsets 

and range of accommodation from pensions to a country club. Mirtiotissa is Corfu's unofficial nudist 
beach. Both Glyfada and Agios Gordis have long sandy beaches popular with tourists and Greeks alike. 

Heading South 
10km south of Corfu Town, close to the village of Gastouri, is Achillion Palace, built by Empress Elizabeth 
of Austria. This lovely Italianate summer palace featured in the James Bond film "For Your Eyes Only", and 
serves as a casino in the summer months.  

   
A few kilometres further on is the small fishing village of Benitses, once popular with the young holiday 
makers who now favour Kavos at the southern tip of the island. Two fabulous beachs are Halikounas and 
Issos on the South West. The Boukaris-Kavos stretch of coastline with pebbly beaches and a few fish 
tavernas makes a pleasant diversion from the main road to Lefkimmi.  
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The flag system is not operated on all of the beaches in Corfu. If a flag system is in operation please take 

note of it: 

The Yellow flag 
Meaning: Medium Hazard 
Moderate surf and/or currents are present. Weak swimmers are discouraged  
from entering the water. For others, enhanced care and caution should be 
exercised. 

The Red Flag 
Meaning: High Hazard  
Rough conditions such as strong surf and/or currents are present. All swimmers  
are discouraged from entering the water. Those entering the water should take  
great care.  

 

      
               

 

 



East Coast 
Most east coast beaches are a combination of shingle, pebble and some sand. The water is usually quite 
deep making it an ideal coastline for boating. It has amazing backdrop with Mount Pontokrator dominating 
the landscape. 

Barbati 
Barbati is located towards the northern end of the east coast, just as the island widens. It clings to the 
steep green slopes of magnificent Mount Pantokrator where they plunge to the sea. There are fine views 
across the bay towards Corfu Town. There is a long, white pebbly beach which is sheltered and safe but 
shelves quite steeply. It can be reached by foot or car via a rough track which leads down steeply down 
from the coast road. There is a selection of water sports, pedaloes and dinghies available. There are several 
tavernas. You can also hire speed boats from the beach and go along the North East coast which has 
breathtaking scenery. 

   

Nissaki Bay 
Nissaki is on the north-east coast facing Albania and clinging precariously to a steep mountainside, strung 
along a stretch of road skirting the mountain with the beach below. The beach is small but in a lovely 
situation, the sea is very clear and good for snorkelling. It is shingle and there is a restaurant on a jetty, and 
a few other lovely waterfront tavernas nearby. An excellent place to stop for lunch. 

         



Kaminaki 
Kaminaki nestles at the foot of the olive and cypress-clad slopes of Corfu's north-east headland. A hamlet 
of a few dozen quaint buildings, it is reached by a steep side road running down from the main coast road. 
It has its own secluded pebble beach, which inclines gently down into the warm, blue-green water and is 
perfect for young children. A marvellous spot for exploring the coves and inlets of the north-east by boat, 
as it has its own jetty, Kaminaki also makes a good base for exploring the many coves along this beautiful 
stretch of coast. Kaminaki has two tavernas and water sport activities are available on Kaminaki beach.        

  

Agni Bay 
A drive down a winding mountain road will bring you to one of the most secluded bays in Corfu. The beach is pebbles 
and the sea is very deep close to the shore hence the jetty where you can almost always see a yacht moored up. If 
you feel like a relaxing quiet day then this could be the place for you. There are 3 tavernas with an excellent 
reputation. An ideal place for lunch or to celebrate a special occasion. 
 

 

 


